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PUBLIC WORKS, IRELAND. 



FINAL REPORT 

THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS IN IRELAND. 



TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
September, 1847. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS , 

npHE Act of Parliament for relieving destitution by labour having now 
expired, we present this our final Report on that subject, and we trust we 
may be allowed briefly to review the operations in which that service has 
engaged us, since the month of September last. 

At that time the comparatively smaller works of the former season had 
terminated, the new Board had been appointed, and its organization commenced. 
The experience of 1846 had shown that any failure of the potato crop would 
throw out of employment and food a large number of the poorer classes of the 
people ; and it had been resolved, that a renewed effort should be made to 
provide, by a large system of public labour, the employment which was lost to 
private industry, as a means of obtaining other food to replace that lost by the 
failure of the potato crop. 

In the year 1822 very extensive relief was afforded to the people suffering 
from the famine and distress which then prevailed in the south and west, by 
the construction of new lines of road, affording labour of the simple kind 
required. These were all works of undoubted utility ; but such works are 
necessarily, for the most part, local, and a more universally diffused class of 
works was required in the emergency which it was foreseen would occur 
during the winter and spring. 

The Act provided for the same purpose in 1846, 9 Viet., cap. 1, had been an 
extension of the original Board of Works Grant Act, 1 Viet., cap. 21. It directed 
a memorial to the Lord Lieutenant from magistrates and others in any district 
which required relief by labour, praying for the construction or alteration of 
any roads which, in their opinion, would provide the labour ; and after inspec- 
tion and report by this Board, the Treasury were authorized to advance the 
funds, one-half to be repaid by the barony, one-half to be a free grant, and to 
order the execution of the work by this Board. 

In the session of 1846 another Act, 9 Viet., cap. 2, empowered the grand 
juries a,t extraordinary sessions, convened by the Lord Lieutenant on their 
application, to present and levy sums for the same purpose, executing the works 
under their own direction, with funds also advanced by the Treasury, but wholly 
repaid by them. 

In both these instances the expense had been borne, either wholly or in part, 
by local taxation ; and, as it was thought necessary to continue this course, the 
construction and repair of roads still furnished the most obvious, as well as the 
most widely-spread field for simple labour of a public character, and led, 
therefore, to a continuance of the grand-jury system, of which the Labour 
Rate Act, 9 and 10 Viet., c. 107, can be considered only an extension. It sub- 
stituted for the preliminary Road Session and Grand Jury Presentment, an 
Extraordinary Presentment Session ; and by the intervention of this Board, 
and the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, with immediate advances from 

A 2 
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the Treasury, provided a prompt means of executing the works, which would 
under ordinary circumstances have gone to a grand jury for approval. 

It pointed also to the employment of the county surveyors, a class of officers 
who did not exist when the public roads of 1822 were constructed for relief, 
those officers being placed under this Board for the purpose. 

By these arrangements, grand jury works were made immediately available, 
at any place and time ; but the nature of the works Avas confined to such as a 
grand jury could have executed by their own means under ordinary circum- 
stances. A large amount of labour, hoAvever, was thus afforded, with a valuable 
stafF of superintendents ; and to a limited extent, Avith time to bring the ma- 
chinery into combined action, it might have been sufficient to meet the object. 
Such accordingly Avas our hope in the month of September last. 

But the ordinary expenditure of the grand juries on such works does not 
exceed 500,0001. a-year, which, including horse work, may afford constant 
employment to an average number of about 20,000 men a-day ; at this cost, 
and with this amount of labour, all the roads and bridges in Ireland, with few 
exceptions, are maintained, and two or three times that number might have 
been advantageously employed in a similar way for a season ; but more than 
that amount of employment could not have been obtained Avith advantage from 
the Labour Rate Act, nor could additional staff be suddenly framed sufficient 
to control an expenditure and number Avhich should greatly exceed that 
amount, far less when required, as it ultimately was, to extend to the. employ- 
ment of 734,000 labourers at a cost of 40,000?. a-day. . 

Accordingly when it became apparent that the potato crop had entirely failed, 
and that the other crops were also beloAV the usual average, thus throwing the 
whole labouring population into a state of greater or less destitution, the num- 
bers who would require relief, were soon found to be greater than the road 
works could absorb. Still more strongly when men turned their minds to the 
prospect of another year, and when the future harvest became a subject of 
painful anxiety, did the necessity for other labour present itself. There Avas 
reason to suppose that as an article of food, the sole sustenance of a class of 
the people, the potato Avas altogether gone, and it Avas seen that cereal food and 
green crops must be far more Avidely cultivated; but much of the land in its 
existing state Avas known to be unfit for such culture, and the landlords having 
lost, in great part, their rents, were unable to provide the labour necessary for 
its preparation. The smaller farmers, and the cottiers still more, Avere com- 
pelled by Avant to labour on the roads, and could not till their holdings, or even 
provide the seed Avith Avhich they should be sown. 

Here then Avas an immense demand for Avork of the most productive as Avell 
as the most simple kind, on which, if the public labour could be employed, 
both present and future Avants Avould be provided for, and accordingly, as 
might naturally be expected, the subject Avas most strongly urged upon the 
Government. 

By the Labour Rate Act, the Government advanced money to a public 
body,— the Grand Jury ; on public security, — the county rates ; for the jier- 
formance of work which it Avas assumed they Avould sooner or later have them- 
selves to execute. In the proposed case the loans Avould of necessity be made 
to individuals, and the security Avould either be personal, or that of the land. 

No one could be more alive to the necessity for rendering reproductive the 
large amount of labour then disposable, than was the distinguished nobleman, 
the Earl of Bessborough, at that time Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. His great 
knoAvledge of the country and of the people Avas of inestimable importance, 
and a great approach to agricultural improvement Avas accordingly made by 
Mr. Labouchere’s letter of the 5th October, 1846, when thorough drainage and 
subsoiling were added to the Public Works originally contemplated by the 
Labour Rate Act, and Avhen the security, reduced from the entire barony, to 
the smaller limit of the electoral division, was brought, by this means, Avithin 
the power of individual proprietors, who Avere thus enabled to secure an useful 
application of the labour to be afforded, and, Avhen their undertakings Avere suffi- 
ciently extensive, to become exempt from any assessment for unproductive 
labour. Accordingly, although it Avas perfectly foreseen that labour of the 
only class Avhich could be supplied Avould be very expensive labour, being that 
of destitute and often starving people of all ages, yet many proprietors, 
actuated by public feeling, as Avell as by the desire to improve their property 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC WORKS. 



5 



availed themselves of the new system, and every exertion was made on the part 
of this Board to carry it out. 

Within the next two months, presentments had been made, and guarantees 
received from various electoral divisions in 68 baronies; in the third month the 
number had arisen to 122, and ultimately to 134, employing more than 20,000 
men, which number was continued till the 15th August of the present year, 
when the Act of Parliament expired. This was indeed but a small proportion 
of the whole number of labourers, whose subsistence, and that of their families, 
has depended entirely on the public labour afforded through the medium 
of this Board. Yet the operation of the Laboucherc Letter, must always be 
regarded as of great importance. It made thorough draining, and the advan- 
tages to be obtained from it, more generally known by exhibiting an example 
in almost every county in Ireland. It trained a large number ol agricultural 
labourers to work by task, and more than all, it has been the means ol training 
many valuable inspectors, who, whether hereafter acting in the country as 
agricultural engineers, or agents on their own account, or again employed on 
the part of the Government, will be of the utmost use to the country, in the 
general effort for the improvement of agriculture, which recent events have 
shown to be indispensable. Already, indeed, in many districts, small farmers 
have been draining upon their own account, after having witnessed the simpli- 
city and success of the operation. 

The general desire to substitute reproductive for public works, led ol course 
to the discussion of various classes of such works, among which none were 
more prominent than railways. In a distinct devoid ol communications., an 
ordinary road is the first step to its improvement, and a highly reproductive 
work ; such roads have usually been first made, either by the Government, or 
with the aid of grants or loans; and when Ireland was looked to as a district 
of the empire destitute of railways, and of capital lor their construction, analog)' 
was not wanting to confirm the views of those who advocated their construc- 
tion, either by the Government or by public loans. 

But the future maintenance of a road is an essential consideration, and the 
decisions of the Government and of Parliament had already been declared 
against the Government working or maintaining railways. They could not, 
therefore, be constructed as public works, and the powers ol the Labour 
Rate Act for taking possession of property through which the public roads to 
be constructed under it were to pass, could not be made available lor railways. 

Any aid to be given to railways under that Act became, therefore, neces- 
sarily confined to those for which special Acts had already been obtained, and 
which were already in possession of the land through which they were to 
pass. A further restriction arose from the nature of the labour to be supplied 
under the Act, which was to consist only of the most destitute, and necessarily 
unskilled persons. . 

The work to be performed, therefore, was limited to earthwork, which is 
known to be an inconsiderable part of the whole expense ; and the labourers, 
moreover, were not to be selected by the engineers from those most useful or 
best able to work, but to be named by Relief Committees, and generally, 
therefore, selected from the numbers least able to perform the work required 

of them. ii-T 

Amid these difficulties, both real and technical, the only course by which 
the Labour Rate Act could be made available, appeared to be by loans to the 
several counties, on the security of their baronial presentments, leaving the 
railway companies to deal with the baronies, i.e., to procure at the extraordinary 
sessions presentments for their lines, as any other party interested in an ordinary 
road would have done, undertaking to repay to the baronies the monies so 
advanced by the Government on their security. This course, however, offered 
so little advantage that it was not generally adopted; and, except in one case, 
(the Waterford and Limerick line) all the companies which obtained present- 
ments found themselves obliged subsequently to withdraw ; either from finding 
that the compulsory clauses of the Labour Rate Act were not available lor 
obtaining previous possession of land, — from want of sufficient security from 
the provisions of the company’s Act not having been complied with, or from 
the defective nature of the labour which alone they could expect. I he Water- 
ford and Limerick Company being favourably circumstanced as to the posses- 
sion of land, and possessing the security of a considerable portion of their line 
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already completed, have persevered in the presentment loan, and are still 
working advantageously by its means, more especially as the preliminary 
arrangements delayed their commencement till the period when the weak and 
destitute labourers were relieved by direct distribution of food. (See Board’s 
Instruction and Mr. Russell’s Report, in Appendix I. and II.) 

Many schemes of a more general nature for the systematic construction of 
numerous lines and classes of railways were proposed by different parties, but 
none of them came within the scope of the Labour Rate Act. 

Thus, after every discussion, the works available to provide labour under 
that Act, remained, with the exception of those provided by the Labouchere 
Letter, limited to such as, under ordinary circumstances, could have been 
voted by a grand jury, and which the least skilled labourers could execute. 

The first step was the resumption of the roads which had been left unfinished 
at the close of the former season ; and the next, to adopt such of the numerous 
roads presented at the various sessions as were nearest to the seat of distress in 
each particular district, and which offered the least prospect of ultimate 
inutility. The scarcities which occurred in former years were local, and confined 
to the western counties, in which there was great need of new roads. In 1846, 
however, the famine was general throughout Ireland, and there was no alternative 
but to adopt the presentments for repairs, small deviations and improvements, 
or hill cuttings, when road-work became indispensable in the better-conditioned 
counties. The distress became rapidly severe and more general; with the 
failure of the potato, the labour as well as the food of the humbler classes was 
gone. The farmers and gentry were unable to afford them ordinary employ- 
ment ; and public works, of the limited nature we have described, became the 
only source from whence the whole labouring population could obtain the 
means of procuring food. The utility of the work was soon lost sight of in the 
struggle for life which rapidly ensued when public work of any kind became 
necessary as its sole condition, and our duties assumed another form ; we were, 
in fact, no longer Commissioners of Public Works, but the administrators of 
out-door relief to nearly a million of families, encumbered with the necessity of 
providing labour, tools and materials for its execution, officers for its superin- 
tendence, and for the control of the mass of people thus brought together ; 
and, finally, a machinery for the payment of the whole body in money 
wages. 

The work was chosen for the people, not the people for the work ; and with 
this reversal of the natural conditions of the effects of labour, the whole 
machinery was reversed, and that which in other circumstances would have 
facilitated our labours, acted, of course, in the contrary direction. 

The presentment sessions, which should have been deliberative bodies, com- 
posed of proprietors and occupiers interested in the country, able to project and 
consider what works could be executed in their neighbourhood, with the 
quantity of labour suddenly placed at their disposal, were, from the circum- 
stances of haste and pressure, in all respects the reverse. They met in most 
«ases w'holly unprepared with projects of utility, and unable to resist the absurd 
or improper projects which were thrust upon them by interested parties, first 
throwing the origination of projects on the officers of the Government, who 
were generally strangers among them, and whose functions should have been 
wholly executive ; and then leaving to the Board in Dublin the task of sifting 
the whole ; in fact, the presentment sessions became worse than useless, the 
responsibility of all fell on the Board of Works, but deprived of that freedom 
of action which would have resulted from the legal adoption of the course into 
which matters virtually fell, viz., that the Board should be entrusted with a 
sufficient fund to meet the distresses of the district, and themselves originate 
the works, subject to the approval of your Lordships. 

When this delay had been encountered, the executive part began ; and here 
another body, the Relief Committees, appeared, whose duties should have been, 
to investigate distress and prevent improper persons from forcing themselves on 
the works, but who, in too many instances, confined their attention to swelling 
the lists for relief, or- constituted themselves, into courts of grievance, for 
receiving and supporting complaints of every description ; accordingly a class 
of officers had to be created, whose chief duty consisted in revising the lists 
which the Relief Committees should have revised ; and there can be no doubt 
the Board could have ascertained the amount and extent of distress more 
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satisfactorily, and relieved it more equitably, through the Government autho- 
rities, the Police and the Poor Law Commissioners, than through the Relief 
Committees, precisely as they could have originated and laid out works more 
advantageously without the encumbrance of presentment sessions, acting in the 
manner before alluded to. 

Such, indeed, was the course in regard to both these particulars when famine 
was relieved by Public Works in the well known distress of 1822 ; and these 
changes accordingly the Board felt it due to themselves, as well as to the 
Government and the public, to recommend in their reports. 

It was indeed obvious that all parties were placed in a false position towards 
each other, and that all suffered equally from it. The sessions undertaking to 
repay sums beyond their utmost means, the Committees unable to work with 
satisfaction to themselves, the Government, or the people; and this Board 
saddled with an unheard of and increasing responsibility, but not invested with 
the powers which could alone enable it to meet that responsibility. 

This vyas the natural result of a system strained beyond its proper limits, the 
evils which had already become apparent in the spring and summer of 1846, 
were not felt in all their force till the magnitude of the operations had swelled 
the labour roll and expenditure to the enormous extent they attained during 
the last season, when 734,000 labourers were employed at an expense exceeding 
40,000?. a day, and when both were rapidly increasing : at this point change 
became inevitable. 

In our Report for December, 1846, we had expressed our conviction that the 
question had become one of food, not labour. New measures for relief were 
shortly afterwards matured in Parliament, foreign corn had begun to pour 
into the country, the labour test was swept away, money wages discontinued, 
and food distributed in kind. 

And this will be followed by a better state of things; labour will not in 
future be lowered to serve the purposes of relit," nor relief deprived of its 
character of benevolence ; our duties will be those \v, .ch belong to our office, 
and the fearful task which has devolved upon us during the last season will 
never, we trust, be necessary again. 

We are anxious to say a few words on the present state of the Relief Works, 
so many of which are left i.i an unfinished state, and respecting which very 
serious complaints are made. It was our effort in the opening of the season to 
examine and. consider every project, and undertake only those which were of 
an useful character, but this caution soon became impracticable; work was 
required by the magistrates and clergy to be found for the destitute poor at 
the doors of their cabins, and the state of a particular locality as to distress was 
the only consideration. Doubtless, therefore, many roads were broken up 
which in their present state are worse than they were before. We still 
endeavoured, in accordance with your Lordships’ wishes, to undertake but 
small portions of projects in the first instance, with the view of bringing them 
to a prompt and rapid close; but, in many cases, when only part of a road 
was actually began, the whole was necessarily laid out, and the ground taken, 
that the best direction might be ensured. It frequently happened that a single 
cutting was begun on half a road to a considerable depth, rather than destroy a 
greater length of road by numerous smaller cuttings, and the other half accord- 
ingly remains. 

The engineers were often urged by the magistrates and others to execute a 
still further improvement, or deeper cutting, than was originally intended, on 
the assurance of a future presentment. In all these cases it were much to be 
desired that the works could be completed. They remain a constant and 
unsightly monument of a disastrous period. Much consequent injury has 
also been done by cutting off farmers from their fields, which in many cases, 
indeed, are left unfenced. Gateways and cottages are left on the summits of 
cuttings, and retaining walls buried beneath the fillings below. 

These deformities and inconveniences may perhaps be gradually removed, 
not by the resumption of Relief Works, but by a moderate and well controlled 
expenditure for bond fide work, on the same principle as that by which your 
Lordships have enabled us to make the mail-coach roads passable and safe. 
There can be no doubt that if the works had continued till the expiration of 
the Act of Parliament on the 15th of August, the communications of the 
country would have been on the whole materially improved, and to a great 
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extent such may still he the case. That they are not so is not our fault, nor 
can the counties, in our opinion, make any claim of right upon the Government 
for their completion. The Treasury Minute of the 5th October is perfectly 
distinct and explicit on that point, Appendix III. No work was commenced 
except on urgent representation of its necessity for relief, for immediate relief ; 
pressed on us not only by the ordinary channels, but by deputations from every 
description of persons. Work, at any cost, was prayed for, as the only means 
of saving the people from famine, and the property of the country from the 
alternative of pillage. 

It is hardly fair now to rebuke and reproach this Board and Government 
for having begun such works, because they are left incomplete in consequence 
of a change in the system of relief before the time for their completion had 
arrived. There is, however, a class of works, but they are not numerous, for 
which with considerably more justice a claim may be made of equitable right 
to completion. They are the roads for which proprietors have contributed, 
more especially under the 9 Viet., cap. 1. These contributions were made in 
most cases by liberal and public spirited individuals, before the pressure of dis- 
tress became so great as to sweep all caution before it; so that there can be little 
doubt if they had refused, as many did, the works would nevertheless have 
been subsequently undertaken without any contribution. 

In some of these cases we have returned to the contributors their money, 
either wholly, or a part proportioned to the quantity of work which remains 
incomplete, and on this principle we propose still to act. 

Since our last Report our labour in regard to roads has been chiefly confined 
to making the mail-coach roads passable and safe for the winter, as their com- 
pletion cannot be provided for by the counties till the spring assizes, for which 
your Lordships were pleased to grant a specific sum. The number of persons 
thus employed has been inconsiderable, as our weekly reports have shown, 
more especially since the harvest-work has begun, rather than interfere with 
which Ave have suffered in some instances the work to be postponed. In some 
cases we agreed with Relief Committees, or the leading gentry on their part, 
to supply tools and materials for the employment of ration men on leading 
communications left in a dangerous state, and we have no doubt that small 
sums may be expended from time to time in this manner with great advantage 
during the winter, as a test of pauperism, as well as a means of completing the 
smaller woi*ks. 

The number and expenditure have been as under : — 



Number. 


Cost. 
















Periods. 




Drainage. 


Labour. 


Charged to 


Charged to 


Totals. 










Baronies. 


Government. 










£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Week ending 7 August 


3,183 


6,579 


! 7,237 


289 


2,228 


9,754 


,, 14 ,, 


3,189 


3,451 


8,769 


2S9 


2,083 


11,141 



But our most serious attention has been given to close the accounts, by 
collecting and discharging outstanding claims, which has required the utmost 
vigilance. 

The removal of the engineers and officers in charge has deprived us in many 
cases of the power of referring to them for inquiry, and this has been taken 
advantage of to prefer fraudulent claims, and even claims for second payments. 

The scrupulous examination in the Accountant’s department has generally 
led to their detection in time ; but this has led to much clamour and numerous 
complaints of delay, the complaint being generally vehement in proportion to 
the badness of the claim. 

The closing of contracts for the supply of tools and implements, and settle- 
ment of claims on that head, has been also a subject of much anxiety. During 
the pressure it was impossible to supply them with sufficient rapidity, of which 
advantage was taken to force articles of defective quality and construction on 
the local engineers. 

They were left on the closing of the works in small depots all over the 
counties ; our effort has been to separate the good from the bad, and collect 
into central stores those which are worth preserving, with a view either to their 
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APPENDIX. 



i. 

Memorandum for the consideration of Presentment Sessions in Baronies desirous of presenting 
for the constructions of Railways, for which Acts of Parliament have been obtained, under 
the 9th and 10th Victoria, cap. 107. 

1. The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have ordered, that for such railways they will 
sanction loans, on the recommendation of the Commissioners of Public Works, on condition 
that the loans be not made by the Government to the Company on its own security ; but to 
the baronies through which the railway passes, on the security of their presentments, leaving 
the baronies to make such arrangements with the Company on that head as they think neces- 
sary ; the Commissioners of Public Works taking no further cognizance of such arrangements 
than may be necessary to satisfy the Government, that the baronies will be able punctually to 
repay the advances made to them by the Treasury upon their presentments. 

2. For this latter purpose the Commissioners would recommend to the Presentment Sessions 
to consider the following points : — 

1. That the Company be actually in possession of the land through which the railway 
is to pass, or that security for their becoming so, be given before the works begin, so that 
no alter payment or debt whatever, for purchase, compensation, or damages, may 
remain chargeable on the barony beyond the amount of their presentment. 

2. That the Company give or undertake to give security to the barony for the due 
halt-yearly repayment of the advances with interest. 

3. That the barony should not present for any work which cannot be completed by 
August next. 

3. The object of the 9th and 10th Vic., chap. 107, being the employment of the destitute 
poor, the Commissioners of Public Works will reserve to themselves the entire nomination and 
payment of the labourers, who will be supplied from the lists of the Relief Committee, as on 
other Public Works, under the Act. 

4. In order that the Company may have every reasonable confidence that the work will be 
executed in accordance with the views of their shareholders, the Company will be allowed to 
name their own engineers and overseers, subject to the approval of the Board. 

5. If artificers, or extra labourers, for special parts of the work, be required, or if horses 
or machinery be necessary, the expenses incurred on those heads must be borne by the Com- 
pany. 

6. The work executed by the Commissioners will thus be confined strictly to the earth-works, 
and will not extend to the laying down of sleepers or rails ; nor will the baronial funds be 
expended on the purchase of apparatus or plant. 

By Order, 

(Signed) Jos. C. Walker, Secretary. 



II. 

Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Sir, Limerick, September 4, 1847. 

I have the honour to report that in obedience to my instructions I have inspected the 
works on this line of railway that have been executed under the baronial presentments made in 
conformity with the Act 9 and 10 Viet., cap. 107, as follows : — 





Presented. 


Sanctioned. 


County of Tipperary. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Barony of Clanwilliam .... 






,, Iffa and Olfa West . . 


15,781 15 0 


6,000 0 0 


, , Iffa and Offa East . . 


20,437 10 0 


2,500 0 0 


County of Kilkenny. 




6,000 0 0 


Barony of Iverk 


17,000 0 0 


Total .... 


65,694 5 0 


22,000 0 0 



It will appear from the foregoing that a sum of 65,694/. 5s. was presented, and out of that 
amount 22,000Z. was sanctioned for the earth-works of this line of railway. 
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Owing, however, to the difficulty of obtaining possession of the land, and the restrictions which 
the Board deemed it necessary to adopt, in order to insure the advantages of a relief measure, 
the railway Company were for some lime slow to avail themselves of the presentments, neither 
have they done so yet to any extent, except in one barony where the experiment has been sue* 
cessfully tried, that of Iffa and Offa West, where the following works have been executed :■ — 
70,841 cubic yards of earth, gravel, and loose rock removed. 

12,404 ditto ditto solid rock. 

9,132 ditto ditto stones broken for ballasting. 

11,925 lineal ditto ditching. 



The amount paid by the Board on account of this barony for the foregoing work, to 27th 
Aumist, 1847, is 4104/. 11$. 5d., which I have myself apportioned as follows, without reference 
to contract prices : — 

£. s. d. 

70,841 cubic yards of earth, at Id. .... 2,066 2 3 

12,404 ditto ditto rock, at 2s. id. . . . 1,446 18 8 

9,132 ditto ditto stones broken, at8d. . . . 304 8 0 

11,925 lineal ditto ditching, at 6tZ. . . . 289 2 6 



4,106 11 



5 



In the barony of Clanwilliam the works have not been long in operation ; the sum expended 
to 26th August, 1847, is about 2701, for which about 13,000 yards of earth have been removed 
at a cost of 5 d. per yard. It is to be remarked, however, that at the commencement the 
excavation is generally easy and the leads short. 

In the barony of Iffa and Offa East, the works have been only commenced within a few days, 
and no payment yet made by the Board. 

In the barony of Iverk, county of Kilkenny, no work has been yet commenced. 

It will appear from the foregoing statement of prices that the rate is exceedingly low : it 
must, however, be borne in mind that the cost of plant and contractors’ profit is not included ; 
in fact, nothing but the mere labour. 

I may also remark, that the surface of the country where the work has been chiefly executed 
is undulating, and the leads consequently short. 

Before closing this Report I deem it to be my duty to state, that every facility was given, on 
my inspection of the works, by the directors, engineer in charge, and contractor. I have also 
to add, that all parties (with whom I have had any intercourse) who are interested either in 
the prosperity of the country or the success of this railway project, appear satisfied of the advan- 
tages which have been conferred by this measure ; and that the Board’s regulations, in reference 
to the selection of the labourers, nature of employment and payment of the men, have not in 
the slightest degree retarded the work ; indeed, the quantity of work performed for the amount 
expended not only proves this fact, but that the works must have been managed in a manner 
highly creditable to all parties concerned. 

The Engineer-in-chief, in his report to the Railway Directors, states that “ The Caher con- 
tract, which was opened under the baronial presentment in March last, has progressed most 
satisfactorily since the contract work commenced. The difficulties I was led to anticipate 
would arise under the Board of Works have entirely disappeared; and, although a strict eye 
is kept over us by that body, it is evident our system of operation so closely accords with their 
business regulations, that the work will continue to progress to their satisfaction as well as the 
advantage of the Company.” 

It is now evident that the Railway Company will gladly avail themselves of the funds at the 
disposal of the Board, for the purpose of carrying on their works in the several baronies in which 
presentments have been made for that purpose. 

I have, &c., 

J. C. Walker, Esq. (Signed) Edw. Russell. 



III. 

Extract from Treasury Minute of the 5th October, 1846. 

In order that there may be no misunderstanding as to the object for which, and the 
conditions upon which, works under the 9 and 10 Vic. cap. 107, will be sanctioned, their 
Lordships desire that the Commissioners of Public Works will observe the following rules in 
reference to all works presented under that Act, of whatever description they may be : — 

1. The Commissioners will, as far as possible, recommend for sanction only works the whole 
of which can be completed previously to the 15th August, 1847. 

2. In cases in which it may be necessary to undertake works not likely to be completed 
previously to that date, the Commissioners will recommend for sanction only such a specific 
portion of each work as may be so completed ; and — 

3. The Commissioners will in each case make an early and clear intimation to all the parties 
interested, that the sanction of this Board to works under the 9 and 10 Vic. cap. 107, of what- 
ever description they may be, is invariably subject to the condition that the works will be 
brought to an immediate close when, owing to other means of employment being available in 
the neighbourhood, or to any other cause, urgent and unusual distress no longer exists, and 
that no advances under the present Act will, under any circumstances, be made for carrying on 
such works after the 15th August, 1847. 
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IRELAND .—APPENDIX TO FINAL REPORT, &c. 

IV. 

Pi ant. — Materials Required. 



Articles. 


Materials. 




Fuse. 


Wooden. | Iron. | Total. 


| Ash. 1 Elm. 


Beech. 


Pine. 


Iron. 1 Steel. 


Tin. 


Powder. 


213,504 |380,379 |593,883 


Cube ft. 
147,932 


Cube ft. 
79,460 i 


Cube ft. 

2,710 j 


Cube ft. 
70,867 


Tons. cwt. qrs. lbs. Tons.qrs.lbs. lbs. 
2,991 8 2 25 j 44 14 5 0 


' Sheets. 
2,700 


Tons. 

67 


Coils. 

2,600 




Wages of Artisans employed as above. 



For Manufacture. 1 For R epairs . 


General 

Total. 


Sawyers. 

£. 

3,136 


Carpenters. 


Smiths. 


Nailors. 


Tinmen. : Total. ‘Sawyers. 


Carpenters. 


Smiths. 


Total. 


£. 

32,432 


£• 

29,873 


£. 

1,426 


£. £. 1 £. 

48 ^ 66,914 1 90 


£. 

4,603 


£. 

1,462 


£. 

6,155 


£. 

73,069 



London : Printed by Will,** Clowns and Sons, Stamford Sire, 
r or Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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